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SUB J : UNION REGISTRATIONS AND ELECTIONS 
CINCSO FOR POLAD 
REF: MVD A- 130 

1. ON SEPTEMBER 28, GOU ISSUED DECREE EXTENDING FOR 
INDEFINITE PERIOD THE TIME LIMIT WITHIN WHICH TRADE 
UNIONS MUST RE-REGISTER AND HOLD ELECTIONS UNDER NEW 
LABOR LEGISLATION (SEE REF). 

2. GOVERNMENT MOVED AT REQUEST OF DEMOCRATIC UNIONS IN 
SELF-STYLED MESA COORDINADORA (BASICALLY BUS DRIVERS, 
SEAMEN AND GRAPHICS WORKERS) WHICH HAD CONVINCED 
MINISTER OF LABOR BUGALLO THAT DEADLINES COULD NOT BE 
MET. TO DATE ONLY 1300 WORKERS (INDIVIDUALS, NOT 
UNIONS) HAVE SUBMITTED STATEMENTS INDICATING DESIRE 

TO FORM OR RE-FORM UNIONS IN THEIR WORKPLACES. OF 
THESE, ALMOST 1,000 WERE BUS DRIVERS AND SOME 300 
FORMER CUT MEMBERS. ONLY FORMS RECEIVED BY MINISTRY 
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IN BY AIFLD. GOU HAD NOT YET PREPARED FORMS FOR 
EMPLOYERS TO DISTRIBUTE TO WORKERS, MINISTRY REGISTRY WAS 
NOT YET FUNCTIONING, AND NEITHER CUT NOR THE COMMUNISTS 
HAD GOTTEN ORGANIZING CAMPAIGNS WELL UNDERWAY. THE COMMU- 
NISTS ONLY RECENTLY CHANGED POLICY FROM ONE OF OPPOSING NEW 
LAW BY NOT REGISTERING TO ONE OF MOVING AHEAD LEGALLY. 

IN SHORT, NO ONE REALLY WAS READY TO PROCEED. 

3. INTIMATE FRIEND AND 

ADVISOR TO MINLAB SAID MINISTER, WHO WAS DOING EVERYTHING 
IN HIS POWER TO HELP DEMOCRATIC LABOR FINALLY RAISED MATTER 
WITH PRESIDENT AND RECOMMENDED POSTPONEMENT. PRESIDENT TOOK 
MATTER TO NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL (COSENA) WHERE HARD-LINERS URGED 
THAT UNIONS BE LEFT TO FOLLOW ORIGINAL COURSE UNTIL DECEMBER 15 
AND IF DEMOCRATS HAD NOT TAKEN CONTROL OF LABOR MOVEMENT BY 
THEN, SQUASH ALL UNIONS. HOWEVER, MODERATES, LED BY 
PRESIDENT BORDABERRY, PREVAILED AND SEPTEMBER 28 DECREE, 

APPROVED IN COUNCIL OF MINISTERS, WAS ISSUED TO GIVE 
GOVERNMENT, EMPLOYERS AND UNIONS TIME TO GET THEMSELVES 
ORGANIZED. 
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